VETERAN BENEFITS & THE PACT ACT

Issue: Veterans are concerned that previously awarded benefits might be impacted.

BOTTOM LINE, UP FRONT

Previously Awarded Claims
Veterans who currently receive compensation for a service-connected condition(s) will not have their previously
— awarded claims re-adjudicated simply because they file for new benefits under the PACT Act.

Existing Pact Act Conditions

Veterans who are already service connected for any of the PACT presumptive conditions, such as asthma, need not
( ) file a new claim related to that illness unless their condition has actually worsened. Otherwise, the PACT Act does
x not change their existing benefits.

Medical Re-evaluation
A Veteran can request to have their previously rated disability reevaluated. If that request is made, and the disability
@ exam actually demonstrates improvement, VA is required to provide the Veteran notice of proposed changes to
u their disability rating. If the Veteran disagrees with the reevaluation, they will have time and opportunity to submit
additional medical evidence to show the disability has not actually improved.

BACKGROUND

not need to prove that a claimed disability for specific illnesses is related to service, if they served in a recognized

~ The PACT Act establishes new disabilities for Veterans based on exposure to toxins. This means that Veterans will
; location that exposed the Veteran to toxins.

OURCOMMITMENT VA and our partners in the Veterans Service Organization (VSO) community have a common goal of

| improving the lives of Veterans impacted by service-related diseases and disabilities. VA encourages

Veterans to work with a qualified VSO at no cost to the Veteran to review their VA disability
compensation benefits and submit new claims for conditions that are not already service connected.
ENSURING VETERANS KNOW KEY DATES OF THE PACT ACT
Conditions outlined in the PACT Act have already taken a serious toll on many Veterans and their families. To ensure Veterans, their
families, and survivors receive the benefits they have earned, VA is considering all conditions established in the PACT Act to be

presumptive as of August 10, 2022, the date President Biden signed the bill into law. We are encouraging Veterans to file a PACT
Act claim before the one-year mark, August 10, 2023, to preserve that effective date.

For more than seven decades, VA has been committed to serving Veterans, their families, caregivers
and survivors and ensuring they get the benefits they deserve. Today, VA is delivering more benefits
to more Veterans faster than ever before. All of us at VA across the country strongly encourage
Veterans and survivors to apply now for benefits under the PACT Act.

...... - VA will begin processing presumptive benefits related to PACT Act for Veterans and survivors on the earliest date

@ possible, which is January 1, 2023.

« We want all Veterans to file a PACT Act claim before the one year mark, August 10, 2023, to preserve that effective date.

Learn more and sign up at VA.gov/PACT
U.S. Department Download the VA Health and Benefits App

of Veterans Affairs Call us at 1-800-MyVA411 (1-800-698-2411)
Find a VA at VA.gov/find-locations/



https://www.va.gov/resources/the-pact-act-and-your-va-benefits/
https://mobile.va.gov/app/va-health-and-benefits
https://www.va.gov/find-locations

